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ever-increasing influx of foreign settlement, enterprise
and policy, with the pressure exerted by foreign ideas
and ways, seemed to necessitate some modification in
this matter; new tribunals were absolutely required,
and the frequent presence of Europeans, or the implica-
tion of their interests, direct and indirect, exacted the
introduction in one form or other of European law. To
use a somewhat technical phrase, the establishment of
non-denominational tribunals seemed no less inevitable
than that of non-denominational schools; and it was
precisely the having recourse to such that the Muslims
could not stomach. In Islam, and Islam alone, they
lived and moved and had their being; and Islam, and
no other, should or could be, they held, their arbiter
and judge. Nothing, in fact, had so intensely irritated
Mahometan feeling throughout the length and breadth
of the land as the new-fangled courts of justice ; hate-
ful under any circumstances, they were intolerable to
the sensitiveness of the 'Revival/ Yet the mainten-
ance of these courts was, in the actual state of the East,
an undoubted necessity. How then should the Otto-
man Government, which, though secretly leaning to the
'Revival' as to its best ally, yet above all things
desired to conciliate each party and offend none, solve
the problem ?

The problem, like many others, was solved by an
evasion ; but the evasion was a skilful one. The new
courts were left, in seeming at least, untouched; but,
the commercial and the mixed tribunals excepted, were
conducted, if not on the basis of, at least in fair accord-
ance with, the Sunneh code. Meanwhile all intra-
Mahometan causes, all questions of inheritance, contract,
purchase and the like between Muslims, all. acts 'of
marriage or divorce, all incidents of social or family life
requiring legal intervention, were removed from the